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REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS

8:30 a.m. Matins (Orthros)

9:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY Coffee Hour afterwards

Mondays
8 a.m. Matins
Wednesdays
8 a.m. Matins
Weekday Vespers before classes and meetings as announced

Saturdays
5 p.m. Great Vespers
Confessions: after Saturday Vespers, before Sunday Liturgy,
or by appointment
DECEMBER FASTING
Advent Fast (meatless at least) continues till after Christmas Eve Liturgy. No
meatfast between Christmas and the Epiphany. Enjoy!
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Advent Paraklisis Services - Fridays December 2, 9 and 16 at 7 p.m.

Are you coming to Cedarburg’s “Five Festive Fridays” to shop? Please take a half
hour and come to our “Four Fasting Fridays” (We began on November 26.)
Downtown Cedarburg is beautiful, but these services are even more beautiful, as
we celebrate the true spirit of Advent - waiting for the coming of Christ.

The Feast of Saint Nicholas the
Wonderworker
Our Patron and Protector
Wednesday December 5 6 p.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy

and Anointing with Myrrh from the
relics of Saint Nicholas
Pizza afterwards. Please sign up.

Thursday December 6 8 a.m. Festival Orthros (Matins)

Christmas
The Feast of the Nativity of our
Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
Friday December 21 9 a.m. Royal Hours of Christmas
Saturday December 22
5 p.m. Great Vespers
Sunday December 23 usual services
for the Sunday before Christmas
Monday December 24 - Orthros for
the Prefeast of Christmas

Monday December 24: Eve of the Nativity of Christ
4: 30 p.m. Orthros (Matins) of Christmas
5:30 p.m. Divine Liturgy of Christmas
No services on Christmas Day

Tuesday January 1
Saint Basil the Great, Circumcision and Naming of Christ, Civil New Year
9 a.m. Matins, 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil
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FATHER DAVID’S COLUMN
We begin to prepare our hearts for the Nativity of Christ with our fasting so that
we may enjoy our feasting on Christmas Eve and the weeks following. There was
a printed piece regarding fasting placed in the back of the Church in case anyone
would like to pick one up.
This admittedly is a difficult times for Orthodox Christians with the Nativity Fast
and our culture. This is the time of office parties, house parties and other events
where food and drink is in abundance - contrary to the Orthodox way of life
during this time. Always be a good guest and eat what is placed before you, be
moderate in the non-fasting food and drink. Enjoy the company of family and
friends.
Parents please remember to teach your children to be grateful for everything they
may receive as gifts for the Nativity. This is how they will learn to be gracious,
loving and accepting all things in humility. It is hard to do, but teaching them
gratefulness is also teaching them to be gracious to God for all things that will
come into their life - even things that they may not like.
The Church makes available during this time on Friday evenings at 7:00 p.m. the
Paraklesis Service which is part of the preparation of Christmas. Understandably
the work week is over and one just wishes to “chill out” on a Friday evening. Chill
out with God and your family by attending these services. Come after your fish fry
or go out afterwards for one as a family. However you choose to prepare
spiritually or not - the Church is here for you.
FEAST OF ST NICHOLAS
Wednesday Evening December 5 at 6:00 p.m. we will be celebrating our Patronal
Feast. For those who wish, we will have Pizza afterwards in the Church Hall.
Please sign up on the bulletin board so we now how much pizza we will need. We
will also have Festival Matins on Thursday December 6th the actual Feast Day at
8:00 a.m.. The reason we have Vesperal Divine Liturgies is so that people can
attend after work. Rather than having morning Liturgy where few can attend due
to work, we have Vesperal Divine Liturgy. Please make this day one of joy and
prayer for all that St. Nicholas continues to do for us.
SUMMER CAMPS
Please watch for the announcement regarding the registration for the Antiochian
Village and Camp St. George. You may check out things at the Archdiocese web
site as well.
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PROJECT MEXICO
This is addressed to the older teens and their parents primarily. We keep reading
about how this age group is longing for real experience of God in their lives. Well
Project Mexico is one of those gifts offered to transform your lives. Seeing and
living in the poverty that these people do on a daily basis is life changing. Helping
to build a simple home for them will make one appreciate all that we have in our
lives. Parents you are encouraged to go as well if you desire. We have had many of
our young adults attend this program. If you are looking to experience Christ in
your life, try doing this. Dates are starting to fill up. For more information please
go to projectmexico.com
STEWARDSHIP
Thank you to Laurel Kashinn for her help again this year in getting our
Stewardship Drive off to ta good start. Thank you to Laurel Kashinn, Cal
McIntyre and Jim Scarpaci for their talks. It is important to understand that we
are a self-funded organization. We receive no additional funds (outside of the
occasional memorials) to help with running our Church. We need to remember
that this is not the priest’s Church - it is everyone’s Church and everyone’s
responsibility.
We need people for the Liturgical Ministries.
Stewardship is not primarily about money but about giving of oneself in terms of
what one can do for the Christ’s Church. We need Readers for Saturday evening
Great Vespers. We need Readers for Orthros on Sunday morning. We have one
person (God Bless him) who faithfully reads during the week. We can always use
another person. Sadly more people are saying “take me off of a list” rather than
“put me on, where can I help”. We cannot establish our budget until we have all
the pledges in for 2019. Please pray about where you could help.
PARISH COUNCIL
The Council responded to the request to help Bishop Anthony in the furnishing of
his new residence. We have given $5,000.00 toward’s this request. People have
asked if they can also contribute -yes. We will have a collection in January for
anyone who wishes to give more to help His Grace.
Kh. Linda has given notice to the Council that after ten years of handling the
kitchen she is giving up that responsibility at the end of January. We will need a
person/s to fill this position. We thank her for her years of service.
We will also be needing a Coordinator/s for the Festival this year. We will discuss
at the all Parish Meeting in January whether or not we wish to continue to do the
Festivals. The commitment to get help on these weekends has gotten to be very
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stressful with some people working 12 hour shifts all weekend. Again please pray
about this.
We have ordered a survey to properly determine where our boundaries are with
regards to the neighbor to the east. Please refrain from parking next to the shed
on the southern side until the survey is finished. We had approached the
adjoining property owner asking if we could purchase the land immediately in
back of the shed. She denied our request and instead said that she was going to
place a garage there thinking that she would have access to it from our parking
lot. Our easement is only given to the Dentist office. Since that time she has
placed temporary plants and cones there to block us from parking. Please
remember not to park there.
If you have not received your Safety Manual please pick one up or see Council
President Cal McIntrye.
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES Are there omissions? errors?
Birthday: 2 - Munir Ghahayem, 8 - Christopher Panagis, 11 - Robert Woodbury,
13 - Abraham Newhouse, 16 - Adam Cook, Natalia Dodge, Nicholas Haller, 19 Michael Jammal, 23 - Cindy Pierce,24 - Jane McQuide (her 97th!), 27 - Andrew
deJunco, Tony Haska ,
Wedding: 12 - Tony & Laurel Kashinn, 16 - Lew & Debbie Herro,
Nameday: 6 - Nicholas Pierce, Nicholas Ratas, Nicole Haska, Nicki Usinger,
Nicholas Haller, 12 Spyridon Peter Panagis Forefathers of Christ - Benjamin Elchert,
Evelyn Spice, Ancestors of Christ - Sarah Soloninka, Adam Cook, Abraham
Newhouse, Rachel Robinson, 20 Ignatius - Wilfred deJunco, Fr Ignatius Valentine,
24 Eugenia - Jean Koury, Kh. Linda 25 - Kristen deJunco, Chris Wood, Christopher
Panagis, 27 - , Steven Pierce, Steven Werner, Stephanie Dodge, Sunday after
Christmas Joseph, King David - Allan Jablonsky, David Haller, David Schafer, Bret
Scarpaci, Lew Herro

This afternoon November 19 Kathryn and I delivered 163 pounds of food to
Family Sharing. The total pounds of food donated in 2018 is through today
is 1,824. At this time last year St. Nicholas had donated 1,769 pounds of
food. We need to collect 176 pounds of food by the end of the year to make
our goal of 2,000 pounds. Based on the generosity of the parishioners to
date we should make our goal of 2,000 pounds for the year.
With Love in Christ, Allan and Kathryn Jablonsky

November Sunday attendance: 103, 116, 76, 73
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FATHER BILL on CHRISTMAS
The Jews at the time of Jesus’ birth were eager, no, desperate for the
coming of the Messiah. The Jewish nation had for some time been
occupied, oppressed by the Romans, taxed to the extreme to pay for
Caesar’s hated rule. Where was God in the midst of this? For centuries,
after their return from exile
in Babylon, they had tried
their best to be faithful to
God’s Law. Had God
forgotten to be faithful to
them? Had God
forgotten to reward
them? They could not
understand.
So they did what we all
should do when we can’t
understand. They turned
to the Scriptures, to what we now call the Old Testament. And they found
passage after passage which spoke of the coming of One sent by God, a
Messiah, in Greek Χριστος, in English Christ. The word meant literally the
“anointed one”.The Messiah would be the true anointed king who by the
power of God would establish God’s kingdom on earth, the true anointed
priest who would bring peace between God and man. In the Vesperal
Divine Liturgy for Christmas, we hear just a few of these prophecies: They
began at the time of the Exodus from Egypt. The pagan seer Barlaam said
“I see him but not now, I behold him but not near. A star shall come out of
Jacob, a sceptre shall rise out of Israel”. Micah prophesied that “out of
Bethlehem” would come this Ruler of Israel..”whose doings have been
from everlasting.” who would “be great to the ends of the earth.” Isaiah in
his vision of the peaceable kingdom saw him bringing harmony to all the
world, even to the world of nature: “the wolf shall lie down with the lamb”...
This Messiah would come out of the “root of Jesse”, King David’s
grandfather, as a little Child who would lead them. Daniel saw him
breaking down the power of the great kingdoms of the ancient world, and
in his time God would set up a new kingdom “which shall never be
destroyed”. Isaiah saw that he would be born of a Virgin.
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And many many other prophecies. By the beginning of the first century
AD, desire for the Messiah’s coming had swept Jewish society. It was just
in the air: everyone was looking for him. Surely God would now send this
promised King who would save them from this Roman oppression and set
them free and establish his Kingdom.
And so he came - and they missed him. Only a few Jews believed in him,
their leaders almost all rejected him, the Jews as a whole never believed,
and not only was Jewish political freedom not restored, the Jewish nation
was destroyed - not to be restored for nearly 19 centuries, till 1947 and
sadly then it wasn’t God’s Messiah who did that, but it was rather by the
manipulations of great nations, and God only knows what that will finally
lead to.
They missed him. Why? Chiefly because they didn’t pay attention to all
the prophecies. They read the ones they liked, the ones about his coming
in glory to restore their Kingdom. They passed over the others, those that
spoke of his coming as a Baby, the Virgin Birth, “for unto us a Son is
given”, “and a little child will lead them”, They ignored the passages about
the Messiah who would suﬀer and die, bearing the sins of the people. And
so the Messiah came not in glory (not yet), born not in Herod’s palace but
in a cave, quietly, almost secretly of a young Virgin, a peasant girl,
welcomed not by kings of Israel but by shepherds, who grew up not in the
seats of power, not the young crown prince, but as a refugee in Egypt and
a small town boy from a little village in the hills of up north, and who
suﬀered and died, not driving out the Romans but crucified by them. All in
order to establish the beginnings of a greater eternal kingdom. That
certainly was not what they wanted or expected of the Messiah. And so
they missed him.
Wherein lies a moral. We also want God to save the world, we also want
God to save us our way. We know we need Someone or something to
save us. We know the world shouldn’t be like this. We shouldn’t be like
this. We know we need saving. But we have diﬀerent versions of what we
want: God grant us victory over our enemies or get us out of this war. God
grant us good times, regular predictable 5% growth in the GNP . God
grant me good health and no troubles till I’m 95. Whatever it may be. And
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God doesn’t give us what we want, what we expect, we get upset with
him...and maybe we miss him. Because Christ our God is working now
just as he did 2000 years ago. Secretly, quietly, God hidden in a cave,
God living in a small town. Christ our God saving us, saving the world in
ways we don’t yet see, in midst of it all, saving us in ways we can’t yet
even imagine, maybe in ways we don’t even like, giving us a diﬀerent kind
of salvation than we want...which we therefore reject. Because we want to
be saved the way we want to be saved. We want our kind of messiah.
But who knows what God is doing now secretly, quietly? Who knows
where in the world, for the salvation of the world? Who knows what God
is doing now secretly, quietly in your own life for your salvation, often at
work for a long time before we realize it. Doing far more, far better for us
than we can ask or imagine. But quietly, secretly, hidden in a cave.
Where is salvation now? Where is the Christ? Jesus told us: “When people
say ‘here he is, there it is’, do not believe them”. ="The Kingdom of God is
in your midst”, “the Kingdom of God is within you”. This much we have
learned from the Christmas story. That we will find him now not where we
want him to be, not where everybody thinks he should be, but where he
said he would be: Likely not in the seats of worldly power. Sorry
Republicans, sorry Democrats, not in Washington, nor on Wall Street, nor
in the Pentagon, nor in the current “towers of power”, nor on the
battlefield, nor on the evening news nor on the internet. That is not where
he said he would be.
Where he promised he would be is here: -hidden here in Bread and Wine,
hidden here dwelling in the hearts of those who love him. He is hidden
there in the poor and needy, the least of his brethren, waiting for us to
serve him in them. Till the end of the world, when finally he will appear in
glory and his Kingdom will come, we know this is where he is, working
quietly, working secretly as he once was in the cave in Bethlehem. Don’t
miss him.
Christ is born. Glorify him.

