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REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS

8:30 a.m. Matins (Orthros)

9:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY Coffee Hour afterwards
Mondays and Wednesdays 8 a.m. Matins (Orthros)
Weekday Vespers before classes and meetings as announced
Saturdays
5 p.m. Great Vespers
Confessions: after Saturday Vespers, before Sunday Liturgy, or by appt.
JUNE

JUNE FASTING: Hang on. This gets complicated.
June 7: No Wednesday Meatfast. It’s still Pascha.

June 7, 12 & 14 - Meatfast resumes.
Week of June 16: No Fasting. It’s Pentecost Week!
June 23 through 28: Peter & Paul Fast (very short this year because
Pentecost is so late: meatless at least.
Good luck with all this! July will be easier.
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FEAST OF THE ASCENSION
when Christ our God returned to heaven bodily
to prepare a place or us

Wednesday June 5:
5 p.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Thursday June 6:
8 a.m. Festival Matins
.

HOLY PENTECOST
Sunday June 16

Fifty days after Pascha, when the Holy Spirit
descended in power on the new Church - often called
the “birthday” of the Church, when she emerged
publicly for the first time.

Divine Liturgy begins at 9:15 a.m.
followed immediately by

Pentecost Kneeling Vespers
when we kneel for the first time since Pascha.
During the Great Fifty Days we are “risen with
Christ”.

We’ll be out by about 11 a.m. as usual.
Who all wants to bring a birthday cake?

Saint Nicholas will have our usual booth at

Cedarburg’s Strawberry Festival
June 22 and 23
We need people to staff the booth, the kitchen,
and the parking lot, to make baklava and other
goodies, to set up and clean up.
Please sign up downstairs or see Dori Panagis
for further information.
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FATHER DAVID’S COLUMN
While at the Deanery meeting I learned that St. Nicholas Church Cedarburg is not
the only Church that has needs in the area of the choir. Fortunately, our
congregation sings together as a whole the basic melodies found in one of the
liturgical books - so as long as we can sing congregational we are doing okay. One
of the reasons for the decline in congregational singing is a result of our
educational system which no longer teaches music, choral singing but emphasizes
individual voice studies. Have you noticed even in secular music we seldom hear
of vocal groups or chorus’ anymore? The following was taken from the “Divine
Liturgy for Clergy and Laity” please think about this in terms of not only the choir
but also in the ministries of reading, chanting, ushering and acolyting. Please
note that emphasis that this is not just the work of the priest, but the ENTIRE
congregation. If we have the ability to read the Psalms, the Epistles, Old
testament readings and serve, why are so many not stepping up to help out?
“The word “liturgy is a combination of two Greek words (leitos and ergon meaning “concerning the people” and “work” respectively). It denotes a familiar
task in which all the people take part. Thus in Liturgy there is no audience;
everyone is a participant. Liturgy is certainly NOT something that goes on just
between the priest and the choir; the function of the latter is to lead all the people
into a full participation.
Congregationsl participation is not new. It is, rather the Tradition of the Church
which has been largely and regrettably lost in North America until recently. The
Martyr Ignatius himself, the God-bearer and second bishop of Antioch (after the
founding Apostles Peter and Paul), is credited with introduction antiphonal
singing in the church. Indeed, to this day most of our hymnography is intended to
be rendered antiphonally. Right from the first century, St. Ignatius wanted his
flock to be an active part of the service by singing Psalm verses, refrains and
responses.
With the exception of a small number of brief prayers - wherein the priest asks
forgiveness for his own sins and prays for the strength to perform his ministry everything in the Liturgy is in the language of “we” and “us”. The Orthodox
understanding of Liturgy as being a family gathering. We consider ourselves as
children in our Father’s house. Every member of the family, therefore, has chores
and responsibilities, according to the ability of each in the variety of god-given
gifts and ministries in the Body of Christ, the Church. Thus we understand that
all the baptized faithful share in Christ’s priesthood, and that the Body is healthy

4
only when each member (or organ) thereof is contributing its unique and vital
function. In the Orthodox Church no Liturgy may be served without the presence
of and participation of the laity.
Our Liturgy is characterized NOT by a priest who has the power to change bread
and wine, but by a common prayer - a prayer led by the priest and to which all
must assent - a prayer addressed to the Father in the Name of His only begotten
Son, that the Father will send upon us and upon the Gifts that are offered His
Holy Spirit and will unite all to one another in a Holy Communion. In the work of
our Liturgy, we become the manifestation of the Body of Christ onto which we
were grafted at baptism. It is vital that we all take part in this work. When we
partake, we take part in and become part of the body of Christ. His body is alive
and life-giving. By our incorporation into it, we become partakers of the Fountain
of immortality and of the divine nature itself.
Let us, therefore, involve ourselves fully into the service. Let us make the Liturgy
our prayer-the prayer of the whole people of God-singing, blessing and
worshipping Him Who could not endure to behold mankind oppressed and
sibject to death, Wo did come and did save us. Blesses be the Man of the Lord,
henceforth and forevermore!”
JUNE EVENTS
Wednesday June 5th: Leave of Pascha 8:00 a.m. Matins
Ascension 5:00 p.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Bakalava Baking class to follow Liturgy
Thursday June 6th: Festival Matins for the Ascension 8:00 a.m.
Sunday June 16th: Holy Pentecost, Divine Liturgy with Kneeling Vespers
Fathers Day! What a great blessing on a secular holiday!
Saturday June 22 and Sunday June 23: Strawberry Festival. Please help out!
Monday June 24th: Apostles Fast Begins-ends Friday evening June 28th.
Birth of Baptist and Forerunner John Divine Liturgy 8:00 a.m
Friday June 28th: Vesperal Divine Liturgy for Apostles Peter and Paul 6:30 p.m.
Sunday June 30th: Fr. David will be serving Divine Liturgy at Camp St. George
(Iowa!)
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ANNIVERSARIES
Birthdays: 4 - Gabriela Usinger, 5- Peter Petroll, Keeyla Ainsworth, 6 Elizabeth Ratas, Fr. Peter, 9 - Emily Usinger, 11 - Veronica deJunco, 12- Tim
Devine, 13 - Maria Jammal, 14 - Stefanie Bewell, 15 - Kathryn Jablonsky, 18 David Haller, Kristin Stolz, 27 - Steve Werner,
Weddings: 1 - Maher & Lina Kassees, Bill & Stephanie Dodge, 2 - Mats & Diana
Sjoberg, 10 - Fr. Bill & Khouria Dianna, 20 - James & Colette Demas, 21Rosemary & Peter Petroll, 23 - Tom & Edi Grossman, 29 - Jeffrey & Cindy
Figgatt
Namedays: All Saints Sunday June 23- Munir Ghanayem, Maher Kassees, 13
St Anthony of Padua - Tony Haska, 15 Jerome - Jerry Shade, 29 Peter & Paul Wil deJunco, Peter Panagis, Peter Petroll, Shafiq Kassees, Mathieu Liacopoulos,
Daniel Mehail

For Pascha centerpieces on our Church Hall tables, Doris
Zompolas hand painted these beautiful, intricately decorated
eggs, of which these are only a small sample. Yes, they are genuine
eggs! Doris, how did you do this? Thank you.
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The Resurrection: The Whole Story, Part 2
Christ is risen! Truly he is risen!
We are still in the Forty Days of Pascha. Last month, I began to tell
you some of the powerful, mysterious Resurrection stories. Many of
these are never read in church, so they are never heard by most
Orthodox people. Last month we covered the Pascha morning
accounts. Now here are the rest. Since they are rarely preached on, I’ll
add a bit of commentary.
Fr Bill
Read Matthew 28, Mark 16, Luke 24, John 20.

Pascha Night
Here is Luke’s account: That evening two disciples, Cleopas
(husband of Joanna, one of the Myrrhbearers) and Luke himself
were walking to the village of Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, discussing the events of the past days, when a man
they did not recognize came and walked with them. (Why did they
not recognize this man whom they knew so well? We are not told.)

He asked what they were talking about. They explained. Then he
opened the meaning of the Old Testament prophecies to them,
explaining how it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer, die and
rise again. When he appeared to be going on (!), they invited him
to stay. At supper he took bread and blessed it. Suddenly “their
eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished out
of their sight”.
They ran into Jerusalem to tell the other disciples how he had
been “known to them in the breaking of the bread” (a figure of the
Holy Eucharist), only to be told that they already knew: “The Lord
is risen. He has appeared to Simon Peter.” Apparently this was a
private visit earlier in the day. Why are we not told what Jesus
said to Peter? Perhaps Peter didn’t want to talk about it? Only two
days before, he had thrice denied that he even knew his Lord.
Suddenly, though the doors were shut, Jesus stood in their midst
saying, “Peace to you” – “Shalom” in Hebrew, which means not
just lack of turmoil but fullness of life, all good things. This to the
Apostles who would face so much trouble, be expelled from
Judaism, be imprisoned. Most would lose their livelihood and
their homeland and spend their lives “on the road”. All except

John would be martyred. But they would now have a different,
deeper kind of peace. They were terrified thinking they were
seeing a ghost. Jesus said, “Why are you troubled? Why do you
doubt? See my hands and my feet. Touch me.” Still, Luke says,
they “disbelieved for joy”. It seemed too good to be true. Jesus
then asked, so casually, “What do you have here to eat?” and he
ate some broiled fish and a honeycomb. They believed. He was no
spirit. The Lord had risen.
Then he taught them: “This is what I told you while I was still with
you…” (In what way was he, standing there with them, now not
“with them”? We are not told.) Again he explained the passages
referring to himself in the Law, the Prophets, the Psalms. This
became the basis of the first Christian preaching. (Read the early
chapters of the book of Acts.) “You are witnesses to these things…
Behold I send the promise of my Father upon you. Remain in
Jerusalem till you are given power from on high” – Pentecost, the
coming of the Holy Spirit. Then he (and the food he had eaten!)
vanished. (“There are more things in heaven and earth, Horatio,
than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” Hamlet, Act 1)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fp6eQ69ps0https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fp6eQ69p

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fp6eQ69ps0
The YouTube site above will take you to an exciting

performance of “Christ is risen” by a Christian “flash mob” at
Beirut’s largest shopping mall in 2011, singing in Arabic and
Greek. I just love this! Please watch it. It won first prize from
the Christian European Visual Media Association in 2012.

John gives a similar account. Jesus appeared saying, “Peace be
with you”, and then he breathed on them [Breath, wind, spirit are
one word in Hebrew (ruach), Greek (pneuma) and Latin
(spiritus).] – and said “Receive the Holy Spirit”. He added, “As the
Father has sent me, so I send you” – literally “I apostle you”. He

added,”Those whose sins you forgive are forgiven. Those whose
sins you do not forgive are not forgiven.”
This does not mean individual clergy have power to remit or not
remit the “legal penalty of sin”. In the Greek and the (most used)
Antiochian form of Confession, the priest says “I, humble and a
sinner, do not have power to forgive sins, but God alone”.
“Sin” (amartia, αηαρτία in New Testament Greek) means “miss
the mark”. The “mark” is unity with God, love of God, love of
neighbor. The Greek word for “forgive” here, ἀφῆτε, means to
“send away”. He gives the Apostles their mission to “send away”
people’s “missing the mark”. Put it positively: the Apostles are
sent out to get people back on the mark – or not, for if they don’t
do it, it won’t be done, can’t be done. For only they have been
witnesses to Christ’s life-giving, world-changing Passion, Death
and Resurrection. The sacrament of Confession is, of course, part
of this Apostolic mission to the world, an aid to getting people
back on the mark.

John adds the story of Thomas who was absent on Pascha night
and refused to believe unless he touched the Lord’s wounds for
himself. The next Sunday night Thomas was there when Jesus

appeared to them. Again the point is made that the Lord was risen
bodily. “Touch my hands and my side.” Thomas cried “My Lord
and my God”. He should be nicknamed not Doubting Thomas but
Believing Thomas, for he was first to confess plainly the divinity of
Christ. In one of our hymns we sing “Blessed is the unbelief of
Thomas”. He is the Apostle to the skeptics! to those who seek the
truth. This passage concludes with my least favorite line in the
Bible: “Jesus did many more signs in the presence of his disciples
which are not written in this book.” How I wish we knew them! I
hope in heaven we will hear them.

Resurrection Appearances in Galilee
Then John gives us a sweet Resurrection story. Since the previous
story seems to conclude his Gospel, did he add this later (“Oh, I
can’t omit this one!”)? or maybe someone who had heard it from
John? The disciples are back in Galilee fishing at night but had
caught nothing. At dawn a man on the shore called out, “Children,
have you any fish?” (Why did they not recognize his voice? Again,
we’re not told.) They answered, “No”. The man said “‘Cast the net
on the other side and you will find some.’ They did so and were
not able to draw the net in because of the number of fish”. John
mentions there were 153 fish and the net was not torn. Some say it
was believed there were 153 nations in the world and this
symbolized their unbreakable Apostolic mission. Peter cried “It is
the Lord”. Remember how he had first met Jesus three years
before? (Luke 5)

That time too they had caught nothing, and Jesus had told Peter
to try again. Peter thought that was crazy but he did it, and there
were so many fish they had to get an extra boat to haul them in.
Now Peter immediately understands: Jesus is giving me a new
beginning! a second chance! He grabs his clothes, impulsively
jumps into the water and swims to shore. There on the beach as
the sun rose, the risen God Incarnate fixed a picnic breakfast for
them, and he said, “Come and eat”. He took some bread and gave
it to them (again a shadowing of the Eucharist) and also the fish.
This part of the story concludes with the odd line, “None of them
dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’, for they knew it was the Lord” –
again suggesting there was something about him now that was
different, not easy to recognize. What was it? Perhaps it couldn’t
be put into words.
After breakfast Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of Jonah,
do you love me more than these?” On Thursday night Peter had
said, “They may all desert you, but I never will”, and then before
dawn… Peter answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you”.
Jesus said “Feed my lambs”. A second time: “Simon son of Jonah,
do you love me?” “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” “Tend my

sheep.” Peter could feel it coming for the third time. It must have
cut like a knife. “Simon son of Jonah, do you love me?” “Lord you
know everything”, he cried.”You know that I love you.” “Feed my
sheep.” You failed, Peter. Now you know how weak you are –
something we all need to learn, brothers and sisters – and you are
forgiven. Now get on with it. Lead my Church. Every time we hear
this passage at Sunday Matins I get teary eyed.
Jesus continued, speaking still to Peter: “When you were young
you girded yourself and walked where you wished, but when you
are old you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you
and take you where you do not want to go ” The text explains that
the Lord said this to tell Peter by what death he would die. Thirty
years later in Rome Peter would be crucified, “girded” with a
cross. Tradition says he asked to be crucified upside down, since
he was not worthy to die as his Lord had. Then Jesus said to him,
“Follow me”. Peter, as usual unable to restrain his tongue, pointed
to John and asked, “Lord, what about this man?” How will he die?
Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain till I return, what is that
to you?” None of your business, Peter! “Follow me.” Matthew’s
Gospel has a different ending. Like the last stories in John, it takes
place in Galilee. Jesus had directed the Myrrhbearing Women
to tell the Apostles to go to Galilee to the mountain where the
Lord would meet them. Matthew says there they met him and

“worshiped him, but some doubted”. We are not told who
doubted. (Who were the doubters?) There Jesus said, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me”. (Can you
imagine those words being taken seriously from the mouth of
anyone else who has ever lived?) He then gave them what is
sometimes called the Great Commission, similar to the Pascha
night story in John: “Go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all I have commanded.
And behold, I am with you always even to the end of the age.”
Finally, there is another Resurrection story in the New Testament,
probably the first to be written down. In I Corinthians 15 Saint
Paul writes, “I told you that which I received [that is, from those
who had been there, as Paul was not] that Christ was buried and
rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that
he was seen by Cephas [Peter], then by the Twelve. After that he
was seen by over 500 brethren at once of whom most remain
alive today. [Is this the appearance we just heard about in
Matthew?] After that he was seen by James [the only mention we
have of his appearance to his “step brother” who would become

first Bishop in Jerusalem], then by all the Apostles”, and last, Paul
says, “by me” – his Damascus Road vision.
Mark’s account seems to be a summary of the other stories. He
adds that Christ’s followers will “cast out demons; they will speak
in new tongues; they will take up serpents, and if they drink any
deadly thing it will not hurt them…” – which seem to be
references to early Church events – and the Apostles went out
into all the world, “the Lord working with them”, as he still does
with us.
Luke also sums it up in the book of Acts: “Jesus presented himself
alive after his suffering by many infallible proofs, being seen by
them during forty days and speaking of the things regarding the
kingdom of God. Then while they were in Jerusalem, he led them
out towards Bethany [tradition says it was on the Mount of
Olives], lifted up his hands and blessed them”. A cloud came over
the mountain, “and he was parted from them and carried up into
heaven”. Then two men in white stood beside them saying, “Why
are you looking up into heaven? He will come again in the same
way as you saw him go into heaven”. And “they returned to
Jerusalem praising and blessing God for all they had heard and
seen”, and waited for the day of Pentecost and the coming of the
Holy Spirit.
Brothers and sisters, there has been more power in these
Resurrection stories than in all the armies that have ever marched
on earth. Good news: There is hope for the world, hope for all.
Even death can’t destroy this. Christ our God has conquered
death, trampling down death by death. And as he commanded, by
the Apostles and by the Church this Gospel has been proclaimed
to all the world beginning from Jerusalem, bringing peace and
joy, and giving us power to arise, generation after generation, till
the end of this age and unto ages of ages. For….

Christ is risen! Truly he is risen!

