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THIS MONTH: Page 2: Father David’s Column, July Anniversaries     
Page 4: Father Bill’s sermon on the Sunday of All Saints 

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS     8:30 a.m. Matins (Orthros) 
           9:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY Coffee Hour afterwards 
Mondays and Wednesdays   8 a.m. Matins (Orthros) 
   Weekday Vespers before classes and meetings as announced 
Saturdays    5 p.m. Great Vespers 
Confessions after Saturday Vespers, before Sunday Liturgy or by appointment  
                  JUNE  
JULY FASTING: Wednesday and Friday meatfast all month. That’s it. Simple! 
         However, Dormition Fast is coming - August 1 through 15. 

This afternoon June 19 I delivered 190 pounds of food to Family Sharing which brings the total 
pounds donated by St. Nicholas to Family Sharing for 2019 to 1,016 pounds.  At this time last year 
St. Nicholas had donated 953 pounds.  St. Nicholas continues to do God's mission to feed the 
hungry through the generosity of our parishioners.         With Love In Christ,  Allan Jablonsky 
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Father David’s Column 

In July we experience a “respite” in all of our previous Liturgical 
celebrations. We have no major feasts or fasts. It is a time for 
relaxing and taking in time with our families, to enjoy the beauty 
of creation and refresh our spirits. Whether you are taking a well 
deserved vacation or simply spending time at home with loved 
ones, it is all good. Especially with the winter we have endured 
until recently. Please let Fr. David know when you are traveling 
so we can continue to pray for your health and safety while away 
from us.  

Glory to God and thanksgiving to St. Nicholas for the bountiful 
harvest we received during the Strawberry Festival. Our total is 
$8,726.10 (earlier amounts were not correct, but still a new 
record). As pastor, it gave my heart great joy to have the pre-
planning, bake shops and actual festival days pass without any tension or acrimony. 
This is what it is really all about, working together as a family for the glory of God and 
His Church. Monies made are not part of our operational budget, but used to purchase 
those little “extras” that we need in keeping the gifts has endowed with in good order. 
People find our Orthodox joy at our booths, the parking lot, in visiting the Church and 
yes even when they ask to use our bathrooms. They see what Christianity is all about, 
loving each other unconditionally. We pray hard, work hard and play hard. God Bless 
everyone for lending their time, talents and treasure in whatever manner that was done.  

I was asked this year on Sunday June 30th to be at Camp St. George (IOWA!) to be able 
to say the Divine Liturgy for the Camp Staff. It is a great honor to be able to do so for Fr. 
Fred Shaheen and the Staff. Camp is important. It is a place where our children and 
youth find an even greater expression of Orthodoxy among their peers. It is a time to 
share questions that they have among themselves and with the staff. A chance to learn 
about themselves and others. It is a place where they feel free to be themselves among 
friends. My attending Camp is a small gesture of support for both Camps - the 
Antiochian Village and Camp St. George. Please keep all campers in your prayers and 
well as the Staff who do such a tremendous job.  

JULY ANNIVERSARIES    Are there omissions? errors?  
Birthday: 2  - Gillian Stolz, 9- Athansi Katrantzis, 10 - Diana Mehail Sjoberg, 12 - 
Josiah Valentine, 19 - Leslie Barber Howard, 20 - Cheryl Haska27 - Peggy McIntyre, 28 - 
Ed Treptow, 29 - Virginia Stacey, Katherine deShazer 
Wedding: 3 - Fr Ignatius & Kh Maria Valentine, 13 - Yusuf & Lina Abu-Hatoum, 14 - 
Matthew & Christine Bergey, 19 - James & Danielle Scarpaci, 27 - Elias & Toni Haddad 
Nameday: 3 - Alexander Pierce, St. Elizabeth New Martyr- Lisa Sobczyk 12 - Veronica 
Elchert, 13 - Gabriela Usinger  18 - Elizabeth Kashinn, 20 - Elias Haddad, Arthur 
Nimmer, Michael Jammal, 22 Mary Magdalene  - Cindi Huber, 24  - Cristina Schafer, 
Christine Cook, 25  Anna - Pam Grote,  
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ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION 

There is still time to register for the Convention in Grand Rapids Michigan.  Online 
registration and information at : ac2019gr.org July 21-28 2019. Should you go or stay 
home. Below are some good reasons to attend: 

http://ac2019gr.org
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FATHER BILL’S SERMON on ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

June 26, 2019 

Western Christian All Saints Day is November 1, placed there for secular 
reasons to counter a pagan festival of the dead at that time of year. 
Orthodox All Saints is on the Sunday after Pentecost for theological 
reasons, because the Holy Spirit came and still comes to produce saints, 
to make people holy. The word “holy” in most languages is the same word 
as the word for “saints”. In French, for example, “Holy, holy, holy” is 
“Saint, saint, saint”.   

How many saints are there? Our full Antiochian 
calendar for today June 26 lists 16 by name. (Shall 
I tell you everything about them all?….. No?) But I 
will list them: Agrippina the Martyr of Rome, Holy 
Martyrs Aristocleus the Priest, Demetrius the 
Deacon and Athanasius the Reader, the Holy New 
Archpriest Martyrs of Crete: Gerasimus, 
Neophytos of Knossos, Joachim of Cherronisos, 
Hierotheos of Lampi, Zachariah of Sitia, Joachim 
of Petra, Gerasimos of Rethymno, Kallinikos of 
Kydonia, Melchizedek of Kissamos, Kallinikos of 
Diopolos, and those Martyred with them, Mark, 
Bishop of Ephesus, Etheldreda the Queen of Ely in 
England.  The full Orthodox calendar for today 
which you can find online at OrthodoxWiki lists 
about 15 more, plus those martyred with them whose names we don’t 
know. Multiply that by 365… … Plus all the holy men and women of the 
Old Testament which our reading from Hebrews speaks of today, without 
naming them. Some of them also are on our calendar. 

These are the saints on the calendar. How did they make the list?  
Because they were well known during their lifetimes and their names 
recorded: martyrs, bishops of dioceses, monastics, a few priests and 
laypeople. But as for the multitude of holy people, most of their names 
are entirely forgotten.  

I’ve read you this before. It’s from a book The Shape of the Liturgy by 
Gregory Dix, a 20th century Church of England Benedictine monk: 
“There is a little ill–spelled ill–carved rustic epitaph of the fourth century 
from Asia Minor: ‘Here sleeps the blessed Chione, who has found 
Jerusalem for she prayed much’. Not another word is known of Chione, 
some peasant woman who lived in that vanished world of Christian  
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Anatolia. But how lovely if all that should survive after sixteen centuries 
were that one had prayed much, so that the neighbours who saw all one’s 
life were sure one must have found Jerusalem!”  

We are surrounded by a multitude of holy men 
and women both in heaven and here on earth. I’m 
sure you’ve known some. They don’t need to be 
Orthodox. They set the example for us, prepared 
the way for us; we ride on their shoulders. They 
pray for us - and not infrequently by God’s 
permission the saints in heaven still intervene 
here to help us along. Every night as I go to sleep 
I ask for the help of a whole list of saints - those I 
particularly love or who have helped me in one 
way or another during my long lifetime.   

How do people become saints, become holy? They’re not born that way. I 
mean, the doctor or midwife doesn’t hold up the newborn kid and say 
”Oh, look, we’ve got a saint!” Becoming holy is a process, and we’re all 
called to it. In the New Testament, all Christians are called saints, the 
“holy people of God”. We still use that terminology in the Liturgy: “The 
holy things are for the holy.” That’s us, you and me. It’s just that over the 
years some of God’s holy people have turned out to be holier than others 
of God’s holy people. These are the great ones whom in English we call 
“saints”. But we’re all called to it. Don’t think this means we all have to fit 
a generic pattern, all be alike. In fact, each saint is unique. The holier they 
become the more their distinct is their personality. The holier you 
become, the more the real “you” will emerge. 

So the question is  ”How can we become holier?” How can we become 
what God calls us to be? what the Holy Spirit came to turn us into? How 
can we become ourselves? How can we become saints? 

The answer is in today’s Gospel (Matthew 10:32-33; 37-38; 19:27-30):  
We’ve got to love Jesus more than anyone in the world, more than 
anything else in this world. “He who loves father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me; and he who loves son or daughter more than me is 
not worthy of me; and he who does not take his cross and follow me is not 
worthy of me.” In another Gospel he adds: more than house or property. 
That’s hard, very very hard sometimes. We all know the story of the 
martyrs. The Church sometimes speaks of 1 Red martyrs, those who die 
bodily for Christ. In recent times there have been many red martyrs - in  
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Communism countries for example. And 2 Green martyrs, those who live 
it out, die for Christ day by day by day. That seems to be our calling. 
I said that’s hard. It’s also easy. He does it for us. All we have to do is stick 
with him through thick and thin, never turn away from him no matter 
what, and he will win you to himself, so that you come to love him more 
than anything.He will show you that he is more loving, more “lovable” 
than anyone else, anything else. Learning this is a slow process. But it’s a 
wonderful fulfilling, life-creating  process. 

And here’s what it consists of, several steps:  

1 This is where all mankind begins. At first we want to disobey and see 
what they can get away with. With Who Cares? I’m going to do what I 
want to do because I want to do it. Popular these days. Disobedience to 
God. 

2 Second step: Obedience to God 
for fear of punishment. We now 
realize he’s there, and obey because 
he’s we’re afraid he’s going to “get 
us” if we don’t: do something nasty 
to us in this life, or send us to hell 
in the next. Obedience for fear of 
punishment. 

3 Third step: Obedience to God 
because we hope he’s going to 
reward us. Peter in this morning’s 
Gospel had got to that point. “Lord, 
what are we going to get out of 
this?” And Jesus answered him honestly: You’ll receive a hundredfold 
and inherit eternal life.  Obedience in hope of reward. 

4 Final step: Obedience to God solely because we love him. Our souls and 
minds have been so transformed that we are motivated solely by love of 
God. We love him so much that what he wants we now want. It isn’t really 
obedience any more. It’s love. No matter what happens, I just can’t turn 
away from Jesus because I love him. 

It’s like the process a child goes through growing up in a loving family. 
First not caring, then fearful obedience, then hope of reward, then simply 
loving the parents because they first loved him and are so worthy of love. 
I know: not all families are like that. But this one is. 
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How do we get to that point? As I say, just hang onto Jesus Christ.  Come 
to church. Know God’s people. Worship him. Receive the Holy Eucharist. 
Make a serious effort to obey and follow. Confession will help. Take it all 
home and say your prayers and try to apply his teachings to your life. 
Help the poor. Forgive. Apologize. Just stay with him and try to do what 
he says, and let his love and power flow into you, through you. And he 
will change you. He will slowly make you holy, turn you into a saint. How 
long does this take? All your life on earth, and then for most of us a long 
time after that. But he will do it. 

Have you ever visited a very old cemetery and seen the 
gravestones worn away with the names fading out, and 
you wondered who ever they were, what their lives were 
like. But you’ll never know. They and all who knew 
them are gone now, completely forgotten on earth. In 
not too many years, that’s what it will be like for all of 
us, you and me. I’m not trying to depress you, just to 
state the obvious. The blessed Chione in the reading 
earlier, at least her name was remembered. But most of 
us won’t even have that. We will be entirely forgotten 
on earth.  

We sing “Memory eternal, memory eternal, may your 
memory be eternal” at funerals and at Trisagion memorials - today a 
Forty Day Memorial for Evie Spice, one of our founders whom few of you 
know, because she was laid up for a long time and couldn’t get to church. 
She’s almost forgotten here already. For almost all of us, our memory will 
not be eternal here on earth will it? at least not for long.  

It is over there in the heavenly country that our memory will be eternal. 
God will remember, the company of heaven will remember, and those 
who have sought holiness here will dwell among the saints, and they will 
remember.  

Brothers and sisters, you know what to do here in order to get yourself 
there. In fact if you do it while you’re still here, you’ll already begin to be 
there even while you’re still here! You don’t have to wait till you’re there. 

I love this prayer from my patron Saint Basil the Great: We will “enter 
into the joy and the divine chamber of your glory, where the voice of 
those that feast is never silent, and the delight of those that behold the 
inexpressible beauty of your countenance passes all telling, for you are 
the true Light that enlightens and sanctifies all things, and every creature 
hymns and praises you. Amen.” 




