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REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE
SUNDAYS

8:30 a.m. Matins (Orthros)

9:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY Coffee Hour afterwards

Mondays and Wednesdays 8 a.m. Matins (Orthros)
Vespers before evening meetings as announced

Saturdays

5 p.m. Great Vespers
Confessions after Saturday Vespers, before Sunday Liturgy or by appointment
FASTING: Advent Fast (meatless at least) continues till Christmas Eve.
No meatfast from Christmas Eve till the end of the month.

ADVENT PARAKLESIS SERVICES
7 p.m. Fridays November 30 through December 20

We spend much time Christmas shopping,
but sometimes we can forget to prepare ourselves spiritually.
These lovely services help us enter into the true meaning of Christmas.

2

December 6
is the feast of
Our Parish’s Patron and Protector

SAINT NICHOLAS OF MYRA
THE WONDERWORKER
Thursday December 5:
6:30 p.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy
Friday December 6:
8 a.m. Festival Matins

THE NATIVITY OF
OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST
(CHRISTMAS)

Tuesday December 24
9 a.m. Royal Hours of Christmas

4:30 p.m. Orthros and Divine Liturgy
There is no Christmas Day service.
Tabitha Society is again sponsoring their annual Tabitha Tree, collecting
Christmas toys for children. Check out the tree in the church hall.

Father David’s Notes:
The entire month of December is
dedicated to St. Ignatius and the St.
Ignatius Society. On Sunday December
1 members will be serving at coffee hour.
St. Nicholas Day Collection: This has
gotten lost over the years and we would
like to bring it back. So beginning at
Vesperal Divine Liturgy Thursday
December 5th for the feast of our Patron
St. Nicholas, we will have a special basket at the back of the Church for donations.
Please mark your check “St. Nicholas Day”. In the giving spirit of St. Nicholas
these monies will go to Family Sharing here in Ozaukee County. Despite being
one of the wealthiest counties in Wisconsin there is poverty here.
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Church Decorating: We will decorate the Church Sunday December 15th
after Divine Liturgy/Coffee hour. We need someone to take the lead on this so
please let one of the Parish Council members know. Raad Dawood has again
taken it upon himself to pick up the tree. In advance to all, thank you!
All Parish Meeting Sunday January 21st. Please try to get your pledges/
tithe in before then as we usually make out the budget mid-January. Thank you.
HELP WANTED: Would someone like to cut the grass this summer? In the
past we have had some of the young men cut the grass, however since they are in
college they will not be able to do this any more. The Parish pays each time the
grass is cut - $50.00. Please see Fr. David or a Council member. If we do not get a
volunteer/s then we will have to hire a company.
We are putting together a subcommittee to develop a comprehensive and correct
mailing list and e-mail. We are not sure which direction to take, this is why we
are forming the committee. We invite all you say tech people to join. Please let Fr.
David or Cal McIntyre know of your interest
There will be two seats open on the Parish Council next year, if interested please
see Fr.David
Miscellaneous Notes:
Royal Doors: The white gauze is in the place of the Icons that are being
completed and should be ready by the end of the year. It was decided to do this
instead of re-hanging the original doors.
Air Filtration: The Parish Council is looking at the soot abatement as a priority
before we make any decisions as to re-painting .
New Lift: We have received a quote to replace the existing lift with a new one.
We have looked at installing an elevator and have been told that the cost would
begin at around $100,000.00. It would require either digging below the current
shaft to install a hydraulic mechanism or raising the shaft roof for a “pulley
system”.
New Toilets: We will be replacing the existing two non-ADA conforming toilets
in the Ladies and Men’s rooms.
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October 29, 2019
Dear St. Nicholas Orthodox Church congregation,
Thank you for the generous donation that you gave to the Ozaukee County Jail
Literacy Program. We are the only private program in the State of Wuis cousin that
provides educational opportunities for selected inmates. Our program is truly helping
reduce recidivism (second time offenses) in our community,
sincerely, Grace Eernisse (Board Membe

Some pictures from His Grace Bishop Anthony’s Visit. Thanks, Dori.
The photo below was taken by a visiting Pentecostal pastor, a friend of
Subdeacon Jim.
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This is from the Journal-Sentinel comics. I hope it’s legal to copy it.

RECENT 2019 SUNDAY ATTENDANCE
June
78 72 81 61
July
75 63 65 75
August
74 67 63 85
Sept
96 91 67 79 66
Oct
93 65 71 79
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Christmas is fast approaching, so…

The Story of the Wise Men by Father Bill
Luke’s Gospel tells the Christmas story obviously as he had received it
from the Virgin Mary - how she remembered that the Angel Gabriel had
announced to her that she had been chosen to be the Mother of God, how
she went to visit her cousin Elizabeth who would soon give birth to John
the Forerunner, how an angel appeared to shepherds and told them to go
to see the newborn Child in Bethlehem.
Matthew’s Gospel tells the story from Joseph’s point of view: how an angel
told a doubting Joseph to believe Mary when she said she was “with child
by the Holy Spirit” and instructed him “take her to yourself”, and the story
of the Wise Men from the East and more. How did Matthew get hold of
this information? since by the time of his writing Joseph was long dead.
Perhaps from Joseph’s family. But we don’t know.
Were the Magi “we three kings” as the popular carol has it? No, they were
not called “kings” in the Gospel, nor does it
say there were three, only that they brought
three gifts to the Christ Child. However,
usually they are pictured as three. Matthew
calls them “Magi from the east”, magicians
who knew white magic. They are also
traditionally called Wise Men. Ancient kings
all had wise men in their courts just as world
leaders today have advisors. They were also
“astrologers" who studied the skies for signs,
for meaning. Where was “the east”? In the
Persian court were wise men who weremagi
and astrologers. Almost certainly the magi
came from Persia, modern-day Iran.
Some Orthodox icons show them riding on
horseback, but I think never on camels. Look
closely here to the center left. Well, would you
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ride a camel 1000 miles from Iran to Jerusalem? When they arrived in
Jerusalem they naturally went to the King of Israel asking Where is the king
of the Jews? “We have seen his star in the East and have come to worship
him."
Now King Herod was a scoundrel. He was building a magnificent new
temple in Jerusalem to impress the populace; but he was actually
irreligious. He didn’t even know what all good
Jews knew: where the Messiah was to be born.
So his wise men quoted the prophecy from
Micah, and pointed to them to Bethlehem.
Herod was actually a super-scountrel. He was
insanely jealous. He had murdered most of his
family, any who could threaten his position.
Finally he had his wife killed! they said he lost
his mind after that, for he had loved her… but, I
mean, what else could he do"? But now here
was another threat, a competing Jewish king of
some sort. Each year on December 29 we
commemorate Herod's slaughter of the boy
babies of Bethlehem.
.
Did the Magi actually arrive on Christmas night? Apparently not. Matthew
says they found the Holy Family in a “house”, not the “cave, so it must
have been a while later. Perhaps Christ was born when the star first
appeared.
The three gifts were
symbolic: gold the
traditional gift for royalty,
frankincense oﬀered to a
divinity (as we still do at
every Orthodox service),
myrrh for anointing the
bodies of the dead. 33
years later the myrrhbearing
women would bring myrrh
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to his tomb. God the King who came to die. How did they know?
And then they were gone. Warned in a dream they did not report back to
Herod but returned to their own country another way. Or did they not get
home? I’ve read that near Edessa, on the border between Syria and Iraq is
an old monument (if it hasn’t
been bombed out of existence
by now) with a very faded
carving “The Tomb of the Wise
Men”. Although their relics were
in Milan for a while and are now
said to be in the cathedral in
Cologne, Germany left, of all
places, where they are
venerated today.
Matthew doesn’t explain the star. But the ancients weren’t fools. They
knew as well as we that stars don’t usually hurry through the night sky, nor
do they hover Christmas card style over particular locations. The ancients
were actually far more familiar with the ordinary patterns of the sky than
we are, we who are surrounded by artificial light and rarely look up. This
“star” clearly was something unusual.
Or was it three “stars”. There was a conjunction of three planets: Jupiter
(the king), Mars (war), Saturn (seen by the Jews as their protector) which
were in conjunction in and out in the skies from 7 to 5 BC. Most scholars
believe the monk who later calculated the year of Jesus’ birth was oﬀ by
about five years, so…
Besides that, there were two brilliant comets at the time which like all
things in the sky moved with the planets from east to west; so the Magi
followed the star to the Holy Land. When they came to Bethlehem,
Matthew says the star came and stood “over the place where the young
Child was”. Did the comet or the conjunction or whatever it was come to
the zenith at that point and shine in the sky directly above? Perhaps.
Perhaps it was something else entirely.We don't know.

