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  HIS GRACE BISHOP ANTHONY 
Bishop of our Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest 
will be here the weekend of November 1-3  

to help us celebrate our  
THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY!  

Plan ahead to spend this time with our dear Bishop.

THIS MONTH’S NEWS    Page 2: Father David’s Column 
Page 3:  October Anniversaries 
Page 4: How Saint Nicholas founded Saint Nicholas Church, Part 1 
Page 8: some pictures 

REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
SUNDAYS     8:30 a.m. Matins (Orthros) 
           9:30 A.M. DIVINE LITURGY Coffee Hour afterwards 
Mondays and Wednesdays   8 a.m. Matins (Orthros) 
 Vespers before evening meetings as announced 
Saturdays    5 p.m. Great Vespers 
Confessions after Saturday Vespers, before Sunday Liturgy or by appointment   
FASTING: Wednesday & Friday meatfast through October. 

http://www.stnicholas-cedarburg.org
http://www.Antiochian.org
mailto:chevre@sbcglobal.net
mailto:frbillo@wi.rr.com
mailto:scarpacij@yahoo.com
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A video presentation showing how Holy Orthodoxy retains the fullness of the 
original Apostolic Faith, featuring Father Barnabas Powell, formerly a 

Pentecostal Christian, now a Greek Orthodox priest in Franklin, Tennessee.  

Thursdays October 3, 10, 17 and 24, 7 p.m. in the church hall 

The community has been invited. St Nicholas people, please come and welcome 
visitors. This is an excellent enjoyable, “down to earth” presentation.  

              Father David’s Column 

Liturgically this month we do not have as much going on as in 
September, which was the beginning of the Liturgical New 
Year. There is the Sunday of the Seventh Ecumenical Council 
on October 17th, Holy Apostle Luke October 18th, the Great 
Martyr Demetrios on October 26th, and The Protection of the 
Most Holy Theotokos on October 28th.  

Many times people have asked what are we doing for evangelism at St. Nicholas. This 
month on every Thursday in October we will be having a public showing  in the church 
basement of A Journey to Fullness. Some of you reading this have mentioned that we  
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should show this as a tool for evangelism, so we listened and here we are. We can use 
help with coffee and greeters to make anyone who shows up feel welcome.  

Also this month we begin once again 40 Days for Life which is a program to pray for the 
ending of abortion. Fr. Gregory Madlom, Subdeacon Henry Shirley, myself and a few 
others gather in the front of the abortion clinic on Farwell  Ave. Saturday mornings to 
pray not only for the children but for the mothers, fathers, doctors, nurses and all those 
involved in this process. This is not a political statement. It is a statement that we as 
Orthodox Christians (and every Christian should hold) that all life is sacred. This 
involves the death penalty, euthanasia. assisted suicide and anything that involves 
hastening or destroying life. This has always been the teaching of the Church.  

The Clergy Retreat and Fall Gathering takes place in Akron, OH this autumn. Fr. David 
will be attending Wednesday October 23-25th. We are also having our Upper Midwest 
deanery meeting at the same time. 

Please watch for the announcement on a Fall Clean-Up day this month. We have moved 
this to a Sunday after coffee hour and have gotten great results as most people are 
already here. We are doing this in preparation for the Bishop’s visit. 

The Parish Council is working on getting the insulation holes in the sidewalls fixed, but 
this has brought new discussion as to whether or not all the walls should be cleaned or 
re-painted. The Arts Committee is also working on the idea of some sort of border 
design that may help to hide these wall imperfections. More on this to follow. We should 
have the Royal Doors Iconography finished by the time Bishop Anthony’s visit so he can 
bless them.   

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES  
Please let Fr. David know if your information is missing
Birthday:  1 - Michael Huber, 2 Danielle Scarpaci, Mariela Scarpaci.  5 - Katherine 
Newhouse, 10 - Priest David 15 -Mathieu Liacopoulos 14 - Millie Shade, 16 - Maher 
Kassees,18 - Phil Barber, 19 - George Hanna, 20 - Frank Beider, 22 - Jeffrey Figgatt, Peter 
Liacopoulos, 25 Mats Sjoberg, 
Wedding:  4 - Tony & Cheryl Haska, Joliat & Rana Soudah; 5 -   Fr. Peter & Presbytra 
Dimetra 7- Muhanned & Dana Ghanayem, 8 - Michael & Cindy Huber,  9 - Steve & 
Cindy Pierce,  18 - Sam & Faye (Mansour)  Shammo,  21 - Cal & Peggy McIntyre, 22 
Travis & Kristin  Stolz, 24 - Jerry & Milli Shade, 25 Michael & Maria Jammal, Scott & 
Reem Sitowski
Nameday: 18 Luke -  Lucas Treptow, Luke Newhouse, 23 - James/Iakovos Fritz Usinger, 
Jakob Elchert,  25 - Blessed Tabitha - Tara Wisdorf 26 Demetrios - Jim Spice, Doris 
Zompolas, Jim Demas,
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This is Saint Nicholas Church’s Thirtieth Anniversary. (Thirty years 
already? How can it be…?) Actually we were founded in September, 1989. We 
usually postpone the celebration, so as not to conflict with the September Wine 
and Harvest Festival -this year till the first weekend of November, so our Bishop 
Anthony can be here to celebrate with us. 

I’m telling you the following story now, so our history will never be forgotten, and 
so you who are newer to the parish will know the wonderful story of our origins. 

     with love to all of you in Christ our God, 
     Father Bill 

How Saint Nicholas Founded Saint Nicholas 
Orthodox Church in Cedarburg, Wisconsin, USA 

Part One 

Even before Saint Nicholas Church, Cedarburg, existed, Saint 
Nicholas (that blessed saint who died 13 centuries ago) was 
already our patron and protector and founder. And he still is. 
Here’s the story. 

This first part will be very personal - but you need to hear it in 
order to understand where we came from, and how he first got 
me moving. 

How Saint Nicholas first brought me to Holy Orthodoxy.  

Looking back, I'm convinced that in the year AD 1985 earth time, the Lord Jesus 
must have said to Saint Nicholas, "We need an Orthodox church on the north side 
of Milwaukee. Go work on that Olnhausen fellow."  

I was definitely ready to be worked on. By 1985 I was a very frustrated Episcopal 
priest. I had become an Anglican in 1963 seeking “the original Church”, “mere 
Christianity”, “ the ancient Faith”. (You have heard these terms before?) I had 
become convinced that Anglicanism was “Church” in the full sense of that word 
and, though currently somewhat deformed, had a vocation to become “Western 
Orthodoxy”. In those days one could still make a serious case for this. You can see 
that already I believed Orthodoxy was right. 
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God bless Anglicanism for what it gave me. There I was taught the Faith of the 
Fathers. I love it still - as it was. Or at least as I thought it was. But by the 1980s it 
definitely wasn't anymore. I saw the Episcopal Church quickly falling away from 
the historic Faith. I felt we, like Esau. were selling our inheritance for a “mess of 
pottage”, as the King James Version put it. Genesis 25:29-34  A the time, I felt 
Anglicanism was moving away from me. Actually, as I was to discover, I also had 
been moving away from Anglicanism. Both of us had changed. Anyway, I felt like 
a Ford salesman who no longer believed in Fords - torn apart inside. 

Saint Nicholas intervenes. 

Many of you know the story of  how in 1985 I brought an icon of Saint Nicholas 
home with me from Greece, because his face was so like that of a joyful, holy, 
happy, loving Bishop we had visited on Crete. (If you don’t know the story, just 
ask.) I didn't realize it at the time, but Nicholas already had hold of me.    

Looking back, I think he had been working on me long before that. When I was a 
little boy, I asked my mother, "How long has Santa Claus been alive?" Being 
Protestant and not knowing the story of the real Saint Nicholas, 
she answered, "Always, I guess" - and suddenly for the first time 
my mind opened up to "forever", to eternity. That came through 
Nicholas’ “nephew” Santa Claus, who in those days was still a 
mysterious wonderful figure, not a TV salesman. As I came to 
learn the story of the real Saint Nicholas, I became attached to 
him. At my old Episcopal Church in Mequon, we always 
celebrated Mass on Saint Nicholas Day. On the Sunday following 
we had someone dress as Bishop Nicholas and collect toys for needy children.  

So it felt natural when I came home from Greece to hang my new icon of Saint 
Nicholas on the wall of my Episcopal church and light a candle before him. Now I 
was about to learn how icons work.  

We had Evening Prayer (like Orthodox Vespers) most days, and after it one 
evening a woman said to me, “Have you noticed how his expression changes?” I 
answered, “No… …” But I started watching him. Sure enough. Not that the paint 
moved - it didn't. I can’t explain it. But sometimes he was happy, sometimes sad, 
sometimes stern, sometimes pleased. I dared to share this with a few friends who 
I hoped wouldn't think I was "losing it". One suggested, “It’s just reflecting your 
feelings at the moment.” So I began to check that. Sometimes yes, sometimes no. 
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Sometimes I would be in a good mood, and he would be looking very displeased - 
or it could be the reverse. But you see how he had drawn me into relationship 
with him.  The truth was that I was not often in a good mood. After my trip to 
Greece and my three-week immersion into Orthodoxy, I was realizing that 
Orthodoxy was my answer. Orthodoxy was what I had always believed. All these 
years I had been trying to be Orthodox outside the Orthodox Church. I knew I 
needed to go home. And while this was a wonderful discovery, I couldn’t imagine 
how to do it, for we had one child in college and another nearing college age, so 
how could we afford to make the change? 

Besides, as a pastor, I felt I couldn’t just abandon my people. I loved my 
parishioners. My parish was a gem, relatively untouched at that time by the 
massive changes going on in the wider Episcopal Church. Was there a way to 
make my Episcopal parish into an Orthodox church? But again, I couldn’t 
imagine how. 

Furthermore, my wife Dianna wasn’t ready for this. With me she had given 
herself heart, mind and soul to the Episcopal Church, even being involved in 
national Episcopalian affairs. Like me, she felt she had “loved and lost” -  and she 
was not about to do that again. I had been in Greece alone, so she hadn't shared 
my "conversion experience" there. So I decided, without telling her, that God’s 
first sign to me that Orthodoxy was the answer would be if she became truly 
enthusiastic about it, was not just doing it for me. (Then I would wait for another 
sign that I should leave.) However, she knew what was going on with me. I was 
becoming desperate and not easy to live with.  

Saint Nicholas gets moving. 

One evening I had just returned from a local Episcopal clergy conference. Now 
our formerly Anglo-Catholic diocese had a new bishop who was "going with the 
flow", and I felt glum, depressed, frustrated. I was so sure I didn't belong there 
any more.  

After Evening Prayer I walked over to visit Saint Nicholas.. For the first and only 
time (I’ve never been able to see this again in the icon), he looked smug, like the 
proverbial cat who had swallowed the canary. I lost my cool. I said to him (aloud? 
I hope not), "How can you hang there on that wall looking so pleased with 
yourself, when I’m so miserable?" And then (and I don’t mean I heard words; 



7 

it wasn’t like that at all; I can’t describe it. This is the only time 
in my life I've experienced something quite like this) he told me 
that he had Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church well under way, 
and if I didn’t get in his way it was all going to be just fine.   

Was I sure at the time that this experience was "real", not just 
my mind running awry, a psychological aberration? Absolutely. 
Positively. And I still am. Why? I can't tell you. I don’t know. 
But, like a few similar things that have come to me over the 
years, they are simply undeniably true. To deny them would 
have torn me apart inside. That’s all I can say. And they all have 
"panned out", as they say. 

After that things began to move. Not that I was relaxed about it. 
Far from it, often I was a nervous wreck. But deeper down, 
somehow I just knew Saint Nicholas had it all in hand. And all through the life of 
Saint Nicholas Church, I have felt the same. I have never worried about it. 

So I made contact with some local Orthodox clergy and was invited to visit a 
weeping icon of the Theotokos at Saint Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church in 
Chicago. Somehow that gave me the courage to go back to my Episcopal church 
and start talking about Orthodoxy. Peoples’ reactions ranged from interested to 
totally perplexed to actively hostile. An Episcopalian clergy friend asked, “Why 
are you tearing up one of the best parishes in the diocese?” Often I wondered 
myself, but I just had to do it. Saint Nicholas was pushing me. He had told me.  

NEXT MONTH: SAINT NICHOLAS STARTS TO BUILD OUR CHURCH 

Sept 11. This afternoon Kathryn and I delivered 194 pounds of food to Family 
Sharing in Grafton.  The total pounds of food donated to Family Sharing for 
2019 is 1,558 pounds as compared to 1,358 pounds at this time last year.  As I 
have stated before, through the generosity of our parishioners St. Nicholas 
continues to do God’s work through Family Sharing in feeding the less fortunate 
people in Ozaukee County. 

With Love in Christ, Allan & Kathryn Jablonsky 



     

          Parish Picnic: uh…late middle aged people 

 

Parish Picnic: young people 

 Holy Friday bier preparation                             Holy Friday bier 
              lovely finished product 










